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A Message from the District Superintendent
Grateful is the word that comes to mind most often these days.
I am grateful for those who love and care for one another in such
extraordinary ways. It’s been a challenging couple of years for our
pastors and churches – and we are beginning to learn new ways of
being church and reaching people in this new normal.
October is often celebrated as Pastor Appreciation Month. I cannot tell you of
my gratitude for the clergy leadership of this district. They have adapted to the season
and the needs of our communities. They are learning now what it is to be the church
for this time and place. I do hope that you’ll find a way to express your gratitude and
thanks for your pastoral leader in your congregation this month.
I am also grateful for those who help me to learn new things. I am learning so
much through this charge conference season – about churches that have adapted to
add new Bible studies and prayer groups. About new outreach that has begun in
many places and some new things happening at Scott's Run, as well as their 100th
birthday celebration.
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I’m grateful for the formation of our new district and our continuing goals to
create new places for new people. You’ll see several training events in the next month
that are designed to help us all think more deeply about how we can create those new
places – reaching people that haven’t yet met Christ. We also have some churches
that have applied for our Innovation Grants to try something new. Can’t wait to share
their experiences with you all!
What are you grateful for lately? Who needs to hear of your gratitude?
In the words of the apostle Paul, I thank my God every time I remember you,
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because
of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.

SAVE THE
DATE!

Undie
Sunday
October 23rd
The District Office addresses:
Mailing: PO Box 307

(Phillipians 1: 3-5, NRSV)

Kingmont, WV 26578

May you share the goodness of God and gratitude wherever you go.

We are located inside
LIFE UMC,

Rev. Amy Shanholtzer
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

3000 Technology Drive,
Fairmont, WV
monvalleydistrict@wvumc.org
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MonValley District Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - Noon;
1 PM - 4:30 PM

1
6
10-12
19

World Communion Sunday
Children's Sabbath Sunday
Laity Sunday
Undie Sunday
Ministry Exploration Sunday
Day of Remembrance Sunday

23
30

20
21-22
22
23
29
31

October Birthdays
5
6
7
9
11
13
17
18

19
21
22

25
26
30

FALL LAY ACADEMY @ 8 AM | Community UMC and LIFE UMC
UM Men Executive Committee Meeting | Cracker Barrel, Morgantown
DS @ Cabinet
New Places 4 New People Workshop and District Clergy Meeting
@ 10 AM | First UMC Elkins (see pg. 4)
An Evening with Michael Beck | St. Luke's UMC, Craigsville (see pg. 5)
United Women in Faith Annual Meeting | South Charleston
District Lead Team | District Office
UNDIE SUNDAY (see pg. 9)
United Women in Faith District Meeting | LIFE UMC, Fairmont
DS at Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference

November

Mary Ragland
Beth Vincent
Karen Brown
Davina Massey
Donna Sisler
Nancy Waybright
George Saunders
Bob Sisler
John Casto
Marcy Taylor
Rose Saunders
Larry Buckland
Randy Vincent
Brenda Forren
John Allen
Donna Langevin
Everleigh Gero
Cody Davis
Wayland Taylor
John Brosky (pastor)
Lois Sandy
Gary Evans
Bobbie Rogers
Tammy Blake

1-4
4-5
5
5
6
8
9
14-16
15
18-20
24-25

DS @ Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference
Fresh Wind Spiritual Formation Retreat | UM Temple, Beckley
Scott's Run 100 Years Celebration @ Noon | Scott's Run Settlement House
District Lead Team | ZOOM
Daylight Savings Time Ends
ELECTION DAY
District Clergy Meeting | Eldora UMC
DS @ Cabinet
UM Men general meeting | Spruce Street UMC
FALL WORKSHOP
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY (Conference and District Offices closed)

December
7-9
26-30

DS @ Cabinet
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY (Conference and District Offices closed)

Let Us Pray...

October Anniversaries
7
9
15
18
30

Looking Forward, Planning Ahead
October

Special Days
2
16
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Heather Moore and Kevin Patrick, Jr.
Roger and Nancy Waybright
Stacy and Rob Chrise-Tritt
Rick Sale and Carol Markstrom
Rose and George Saunders

Cindy Boggs

Gina Stewart

Judy Flynn

Rick Bloom

Phoebe Durst

Janice Smith

Lee and Suszann Haught

Pam Todd

PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org
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MonValley District UM Men
Executive Committee - Oct. 6, 9 AM Cracker Barrel, Morgantown
General Meeting - November 15, 6 PM, Spruce Street UMC, Morgantown

MonValley District United Women in Faith
Saturday, October 29 at LIFE UMC, Fairmont
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

Page 3

OCTOBER 2022

Community
MonValley District

PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

Page 4

OCTOBER 2022

Community

Page 5

MonValley District

An Evening with Michael Beck
October 20, 2022
St. Luke’s UMC, 18001 Webster Road, Craigsville, WV
The West Virginia Conference is pleased to welcome Rev. Dr. Michael Beck!
He will be speaking with us about his newest book, Fresh Expressions of the
Rural Church.
Michael Beck offers practical learnings about new ways to reach new people from his years of experience in local
church settings and in communities. As a Conference, many of our communities are small in population and the
majority of people in these communities are not active in any type of church. We believe God is calling us to try
something new in order to build relationships with those individuals and families. The insights from this presentation
are one way we can prepare ourselves as laity and clergy for ministry today and in the future.
You are encouraged to register now for this exciting time of learning and equipping us as leaders to reach ONE
more for God’s Kingdom! But don’t come alone . . . prayerfully discern someone else in your ministry circle to come
along with you.
The schedule for the day will be worship at 4:30, followed by a meal at 5:30, and then Michael Beck will present to
the group at 6:30. There is a $10 fee for registration, and each person who registers will receive a copy of Fresh
Expressions for the Rural Church. Questions? Please email: congregationalvitality@wvumc.org

Join the Conference Spiritual Formation Team for a weekend retreat focused on our connection to God through
prayer and ways that you might strengthen your personal prayer connection. We will meet at United Methodist
Temple in Beckley (201 Templeview Drive, Beckley, WV) beginning with dinner on Friday, November 4 at 6:00 p.m.
and ending by 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, the 5th.
Registration fee is $20.00. Both Friday dinner and Saturday lunch will be provided. Registrations are due by
October 21. Participants are encouraged to bring a notebook for keeping notes, etc.
Visit https://www.wvumc.org/event/fresh-wind/ for registration information.
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org
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Innovation Mini-Grants
for fresh expressions
The District Lead Team invites you to dream of a project that will exhibit the love of Christ in your community and
begin to build relationships with new people. We know doing new things can be intimidating, so we want to walk
along with you and offer some seed funds.
We received a grant from the Conference following attendance at a recent Generative Discernment Academy.
Those grant funds were matched by a personal donation and the district matched that total. We will offer these
grants of up to $200 per church until those funds are exhausted.
Here are the things you need to know:
1. The project must be lay-led.
2. The project must be seeking to love people with the love of Christ, serve people, and build relationships with
new people.
3. The event/project must happen in the community – outside the church.
4. Funds can be used for supplies, food, admission to an event, or some other creative idea we haven’t even
imagined. The project must have, as its primary focus, an opportunity for engagement and relationship building.
5. We hope that this will be a repeating opportunity to engage people and build relationships.
We’ll be adding some new people to our District Lead Team soon but for now, any one of these folks would be
eager to hear your ideas and help you work on a plan: Mary Bane, Bob Cover, Jane Ensminger, Linda Friend, Sam
Haught, Todd Hurley, Dusty Merrill, Heather Moore, Stephen Prince, David Stilgenbauer, Pam Todd.
The Mini-Grant Application form is included near the end of this newsletter. As always, you can also call
the District Office for more information.

NEW VISION DEPOT IS LOOKING FOR AMBASSADORS
New Vision Depot Ambassadors are laity and clergy, young and old alike and may live in any part of the West Virginia
Conference. The only requirement to be a New Vision Depot Ambassador is an ongoing interest in the ministry
of the New Vision Depot and a desire to share the good news of how the mission of the New Vision Depot
shares the love of God with those who are facing difficult times due to natural disasters. Read the full
article here: https://www.wvumc.org/2022/09/new-vision-depot-needs-you/
Some ways that New Vision Depot Ambassadors may serve:
·coordinate and provide hospitality for regular workdays at the Depot;
·deliver flood buckets and other disaster recovery material to areas that have been affected
by natural disasters;
·tell the story of the New Vision Depot to church and civic groups (ambassadors will be
equipped with handouts, flood buckets and other materials).
If you are interested, please send an email to: newvisiondepot@wvumc.org. An organizational
meeting was held on Oct. 2nd. A follow-up via zoom will be scheduled in October.

PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org
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Fall Workshop is an annual gathering of youth ages 12-18 throughout the conference. Young people have an
opportunity to gather with other students to worship, grow in faith, and have a lot of fun! This year’s Fall Workshop
will be November 18-20 at Cedar Lakes Conference Center in Ripley, WV. Cost is $125 per person.
This year’s theme is “This is our prayer,” and we’ll be learning lots of different ways to pray (labyrinths, prayer
stations, prayer beads, and more!) as well as diving into the different ways that we can experience the peace that
Christ offers us through prayer. So, bring all of your worries, anxieties, and burdens- and turn them over to God.
The Jason Lovins band is providing music for our gathering. To listen and learn more, visit https://jasonlovins.com/.
Did someone say fun?
Fall Workshop is a fantastic opportunity to get to know new people and experience new things! Join us for Gaga
ball, games with Spring Heights Summer Staff, painting, and a Saturday night filled with laughter.
Registration will open on October 3rd, so follow us on social media for updates.

Cornerstone Ministries Takes Christian Education on the Road
As all of us were beginning to emerge from the COVID
pandemic, Cornerstone Ministries began to explore ways to
re-engage children in the community with Christian
education. A plan was developed to purchase and equip a
mobile children’s ministry unit trailer and select a site with a
high concentration of children who may also be facing
issues of food insecurity. With support from a WV Annual
Conference Congregational Vitality grant, Cornerstone Kid’s
Connection successfully launched in July 2022. Offering a
meal, crafts, games, Christian education, reading
enrichment, and a take-home food kit, Cornerstone
ministered to roughly a dozen children each week, most of
whom came from a targeted apartment complex, through
the months of July and early August. The event culminated
in Back-to-School Bash which distributed school supplies.
Next year, Cornerstone plans to expand its number of sites
with nearly two dozen excited volunteers.

PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org
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Cornerstone Ministries Launches the Upper Room Prayer Center
In 2018, Cornerstone Ministries moved on a vision to
establish an administrative and ministry center in the
community and purchased a house adjacent to the
Boothsville United Methodist Church. As the property
was being developed as the Cornerstone Parish House
and Ministry Center, the vision emerged to convert a
detached garage on the property into a dedicated
prayer chapel and prayer ministry center. While COVID
greatly slowed the development of the prayer center, in
2022, the Trustees re-engaged the project and the
Upper Room Prayer Center was completed and began
its ministry in the late summer of 2022.
In addition to offering a dedicated space for daily prayer
teams, Cornerstone ministry is developing a robust
ministry of prayer counseling, special days of prayer
observance, emotional and physical healing services,
public prayer request boxes, and a dedicated prayer
line. The facility contains a chapel area and two prayer
counseling rooms. The combination lock entrance
system has been shared with other area churches so
that this ministry can truly support the entire community.
The project will be complete in 2023 with the addition of
an outdoor replica of the Wailing Wall in Jerusalem and
a small steeple.

Taylor County Cooperative Community Ministries
The Taylor County Cooperative Parish met for its regular monthly meeting at Knottsville UMC on Tuesday,
September 27, 2022. Although the Parish normally doesn’t meet during the months of July and August, that didn’t
stop the members from being very active in the community.
In July we welcomed the DaySpring crew for a three day VBS. There was an average of 22 children and the Parish
volunteers had a great time with the youngsters.
August is getting ready for school month. And that is just what the Parish did. 100 school backpacks were purchased
and filled with school supplies. It was a very successful event, all the packs were given away within an hour. All the
recipients were very appreciative to get their backpacks.
Also 5 large totes were filled with additional school and hygiene supplies. These totes were taken to the 5
surrounding schools. The teachers will pass out the various items as needed. The totes are picked up after being
emptied to reuse next year.
Upcoming events for the Parish include planning for an Advent Sing on Dec. 4th. A bake sale to raise funds for
community outreach and also plans for our annual “delivered” Christmas dinner. Respectfully submitted,

Judy Messenger
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

| Secretary
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The MonValley District is collecting for Scott's Run Settlement House. Please call ahead before dropping undies
off at the district office or Scott's Run to make sure staff are available to receive them.
MonValley District Office: 304-366-6811

Scott's Run: 304-599-5020

Heart and Hand House, Inc.
Greetings from Heart and Hand House! We hope this finds everyone enjoying the
early days of Fall. It’s a busy time of the year, and as we head into a new season
and start the last quarter of 2022, here are a few updates on what’s happening
around our ministry:
On Tuesday, October 11, from 2:00-4:00 p.m., there will be a farewell reception
and celebration of service for Associate Director, Mike Miller, at The Market Place
in Philippi (107 S. Main Street). Mike joined Heart and Hand in 1992, becoming
Associate Director in January of 2000. With a primary focus on the ministry’s
Home Repair and Construction Program, Mike has worked with numerous
volunteer work teams each summer to complete critical home repair projects and
to construct new homes for many low-income families in Barbour County, while
also providing continuing maintenance and oversight of Heart and Hand properties
and equipment. Come join us on October 11 as we thank Mike for his 30 years of dedicated service, and we wish him
all the best on his new ventures.
Also, with Christmas less than three months away, the collection of items for our Christmas Basket program is now
underway. A list of the items needed may be found on the Christmas Program page on our website at
www.heartandhandhouse.org. You also may contact Julie in our office for more information at 304-457-1295 or by
email at julie@heartandhandhouse.org. Finally, Heart and Hand House has again been awarded $6,000 in
Neighborhood Investment Program (NIP) tax credits for eligible donations made to our Home Repair and
Construction Program between now and March 15, 2023. Businesses or individuals who contribute a minimum of
$500 may receive up to 50% of the contributed amount in the form of state tax credits that can be used to reduce
liability for the WV Corporate Net Income Tax or Personal Income Tax. For more information about the program or
credit availability, give us a call at 304-457-1295 or ask your tax preparer about NIP tax credits.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support! Grace and peace,

Brenda Hunt
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

| Executive Director
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Scott's Run Settlement House
Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP)
We are continuing to serve seniors boxes to those over 60 years old. The numbers below are how many were
distributed in the previous two months. The seniors receive the senior food box which is prepackaged as well as an
additional bag of canned items from the pantry as a supplement.
July: 320
August: 320
Year to Date: 2,559
Backpack Program
The backpack feeding program has resumed. We are serving 9 schools. The first week we delivered 526 bags as all
schools got a delivery. The following week we delivered 305 food bags.
Pantry Numbers
July:
New Individuals: 77
Individuals: 1131
Families: 471
Seniors: 528
Baby Pantry: 35
Pets: 333

August:
New Individuals: 86
Individuals: 1,094
Families: 454
Seniors: 505
Baby Pantry: 30
Pets: 462

The highest priority items we need are peanut butter, pasta sauce, crackers, eggs, children’s snacks and meat. We
are always in need of volunteers as well, especially the last week of the month during senior boxes. If you'd like to
volunteer, please contact Michael Richard at mrichard@srsh.org or Devon McDaniel at dmcdaniel@srsh.org or
call Scott's Run at 304-599-5020 or sign up here: https://forms.gle/vmZbpBUTmgCjsW7Z7
You can also purchase items on our wish lists or make a donation. Visit: https://www.srsh.org/donate for needs
lists and a PayPal link.

Michael Richard
PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

| Executive Director
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MonValley District Churches Conference Fair Share Update
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2022
Your gifts to conference fair share fund vital ministries around the conference – camps, campus ministries,
mission projects and many more. Find out more about how these gifts are used here:
https://www.wvumc.org/connectional-giving-resources/

Churches that paid 100%:
Blackshere, Cassville, Eldora, Evansville, Fetterman, Flemington, Hopewell (Catawba), Joetown, Jones, Jones Run,
Kingmont, Knottsville, Mariahs Chapel, Miracle Run, Monumental, Mt. Israel, Mt. Pleasant (Harner Chapel), Mt. Tabor,
Mt. Zion (Evansville), Oak Forest, Olive, Peora, Pine Bluff, Pisgah (Bruceton Circuit), Riverside, Shays Chapel,
Teverbaugh, Thornton, Valley Chapel (Wadestown), Wadestown, Wallace, Winfield

Churches that are ahead:
Barrackville, Berea, Catawba, Colfax, Corley, Cross Roads, Denver, Fellowsville, Granville, Harner Chapel, Mt. Moriah,
Sugar Valley, Trinity (Grafton)

Churches that are on track (75%):
Asbury, Bee Gum, Bethel (Fairview), Birds Creek, Bruceton Mills, Calvary, Camp Chapel, Carolina, Central Chapel,
Central, Chestnut Ridge, East High Street, Hopewell (Bruceton), Janes Memorial, Jerusalem, Kanes Creek, Kasson,
Meadowdale H & H Chapel, Mt. Pleasant (Knottsville), Mt. Vernon (Mansfield), New Hope Valley, Otterbein, Philippi,
Pisgah (Meadowdale), Reedsville, Rivesville, Rymer, Sabra, St. Johns, Wana, Westover, Westside, Ziesing

MonValley District Fair Share (Promotional Fund) Update
We are so grateful for your gifts that assist us as we serve the churches of the MonValley District

Churches who paid 100% of their 2022 District Fair Share:
Asbury, Astor, Bailey Memorial, Barrackville, Bee Gum, Benton's Ferry, Bethel (South Fairview), Bethlehem, Birds
Creek, Blackshere, Blacksville, Blueville, Boothsville, Bruceton Mills, Burns Chapel, Calvary, Carolina, Catawba,
Centenary, Cheat Lake, Colfax, Community, Corley, Crim Memorial, Denver, Downs, East High Street, Eldora, Elk
City, Esler Chapel, Evansville, Fairview (Catawba), Fairview (Morgantown), Fellowsville, Fetterman, First Shinnston,
Flemington, Fort Martin, Gypsy, Harner Chapel, Howesville, Highland Avenue, Highland Park, Hopewell (Catawba),
Janes Memorial, Johnson Chapel, Kanes Creek, Kasson, Kingmont, Knottsville, Lamberts Run, Laurel Point, Levels,
LIFE, Lumberport, Mansfield, Mariah's Chapel, Masontown, Meadowdale H & H Chapel, Monumental, Mt. Israel, Mt.
Moriah, Mt. Pleasant (Harner Chapel), Mt. Pleasant (Knottsville), Mt. Vernon (Mansfield), Mt. View, Mt. Zion
(Catawba), Mt. Zion (Evansville), Nestorville, New Hope Valley, Newburg, Olive, Otterbein, Pine Bluff, Pisgah
(Bruceton), Pisgah (Meadowdale), Pleasant Valley, Pruntytown, Reedsville, Riverside, Rivesville, Rymer, Sabra,
Shays Chapel, Spruce Street, St. Johns, Stringtown, Sturgiss Chapel, Sugar Valley, Talbott, Trinity (Grafton),
Tunnelton, Tyrone, Valley Chapel (Fairmont), Wadestown, Wallace, Walnut Grove, Wesley Chapel (Knottsville),
Wesley Chapel (Rivesville), Wesley UMC (Morgantown), Westover, Westside, Ziesing

PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 | 304-366-6811 | www.monvalleyumc.org

MonValley Innovation Grant
These new grants are designed for local churches and cooperative community ministries to pioneer a new
fresh expression of ministry that will love, serve and build relationships with new people in their area.
Projects that offer repeating opportunities to engage with people are encouraged.
Applications should be sent to the District Office – PO Box 307, Kingmont, WV 26578 or
monvalleydistrict@wvumc.org. Please contact the District Office or any member of the District Lead
Team with questions.

MonValley Innovation Grant Application
1.Describe the new project.

2.Name the laity leading this project.

3.Describe how this project will share the love of Christ, serve people and/or help build relationships with
new people who are not part of your congregation.

4.Where will this happen? These innovative projects should be designed to happen in the community.

5.How will these funds help you engage with new people and begin to build relationships?

6.How might this be a repeating relationship-building opportunity?

Name of person writing request_____________________________________________________
Contact information______________________________________________________________
Church name___________________________________________________________________

