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Did you know?
You can now 

text the 
District Office at:  

681-443-5748
(standard messaging and

data rates apply)

Want more news 
from around 

the Annual Conference? 
 

Check out
www.wvumc.org

Dear MonValley friends - 
It sure has been an unpredictable year. COVID19 has certainly changed 
the way that we live. To love one another and our neighbors, you and I have 
chosen to keep our distance and stay largely at home. We've chosen to use 
our prayers to seek God's guidance, protection, and healing for the world.  
 

As our health care providers and leaders allow greater movement about in our communities,
we have a great responsibility as the church. We must be careful and wise and respectful of
those who are most vulnerable among us. I've asked every pastor to gather a team of church
leaders to create a plan for moving toward opening our churches. This will be in small phases
as directed by health officials in our areas.  We believe that returning to worship in the
sanctuary before the end of May, at least, is ill-advised. Nursing homes, prisons, and
worshipping communities were some of the early hot spots in virus transmission. Several of
the counties in our district have been designated hot spots for disease transmission.
 

Some people in our churches will not feel safe in groups for many months due to health
concerns. People with underlying health conditions are of particular concern for complications
should they catch the virus. Build a plan for your church that will allow all people to stay
engaged in your faith community, especially for those who cannot or will not take the risk. Our
responsibility is to all people. Do not rush to return exactly to the way things were, and plan to
step back with greater distancing if that's how we are instructed. You have built wonderful
worship and devotional ministries online. You've discovered that Bible study can take place
over Zoom. New people have discovered your church because you are meeting them in ways
that you never have before. How can you continue that evangelism and outreach? 
 

We are learning how to care for one another and those we have not met yet. These guidelines
seem extensive because there is much to consider. Please, for the sake of all people, give
thought and care to your decision-making. These are preliminary guidelines that will change
as we are directed by our health officials. Seating arrangements and sanitation of the worship
space should take high priorities as you plan the next steps.
 

Included in this newsletter is a document that was discussed with a large majority of our
district clergy in two video conferences and at District Conference. Your pastors are doing
wonderful work. I appreciate them so much. Please work together to create a community of
love and faith that reflects the goodness of God. Please do not hesitate to call our office if you
have any questions or concerns.
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A Message from the District Superintendent
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Looking Forward, Planning Ahead

District Office Hours

Monday - Friday

8:30 AM - Noon; 1 PM - 4:30 PM
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         3   District Conference - Zoom Webinar | 5 PM
         4   Living Out our Methodist Beliefs 5 wk course begins via Zoom | 6:30 PM
      6-7   DS @ Cabinet - online 
       10   Mother's Day
       16   Leaving Well (For moving pastors and PPR Chairs) via Zoom | 10 AM
      17   Safe Sanctuaries Training (via Zoom)| 1 PM - 4 PM
 20-22   DS @ Cabinet - online   
      25   Memorial Day (District Office closed)           
      
        1   Registration for Online COS August Term opens     
     2-4   DS @ Cabinet - online
   TBA   Clergy Session of Annual Conference
      21   Father's Day
 24-25   Clergy Move Out/Move In Days
 
        3   District Office closed for Independence Day Holiday
        4    Independence Day
 23-25   DS @ Cabinet
 26-29   District Junior Camp (ages 8-12) SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 29-8/1  District Senior Camp (ages 13-17) SUBJECT TO CHANGE
 
     1-2   Annual Conference (WVWC)

Special Days

   3     Hunter Johnson
   4     Victoria Paige Markley
          Vicki Sheppard
   6     Mike Richards
          Sam Starling
          Jim Zinn
   8     Sue Berman
 10     Karen Frank
 12     Billie Shepherd
 14     Robert Wilkins
 15     Elizabeth "Butch" Baker
 17     Matthew Dotson
 19     Thomas Williams
 20     Bert Coffman
 28     Esther Barkat
 29     Deborah Dalton
          Janet Flanagan
          Frances Hart
 30     Timothy Allen
 31     Katherine Hughes

May Birthdays
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Until the Governor lifts the Safer-at-Home order, we will be observing safe social
distance practices in order to protect our neighbors. All District meetings will be
conducted through conference calling or online means or postponed.

July

May

June
 10      Mother's Day
 17      UM Foundation Sunday 
 24      Heritage Sunday
 31      Pentecost     

Mike Richards' father, 
Jess Richards

 
Shawn Weaver and Family - the

passing of his mother, Margaret Weaver
 

Stanley and Nancy Merrifield
 

Grace Haught
 

Phil Edin
 

Pam Yanero
 

Jack Flint
 

Stephanie Bennett's father, 
Steve Zelenak

Let Us Pray...
Cindy Boggs

 
Richard Sheppard

 
Drew Tate

 
Health care providers and employees

 
Those who've lost loved ones due to

the coronavirus pandemic
 

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 
and the Conference Staff

 
All Churches, Missions, 
and Ministries within the 
District and Conference

April Anniversaries
   3     Tim & Amy Wotring
   7     Duane & Becky Bartrug
          Mary & Paul Ragland 
 22     Randy & Beth Vincent
 25     Neil Leftwich & Judy McFarland
 29     David & Pam Yanero

We are working from home most days, 
but the phones are forwarded, and we

are checking mail

CANCELLED or POSTPONED:
Celebration of Mission Event, May 3  - postponed
General Conference, May 5 - 15 - postponed, TBD
UMW Day Apart, May 9 @ Boothsville UMC - cancelled

Aug.
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Congratulations to our 2020 
Clergy Family Graduates!

Rachel Bennett is the daughter of Brad and Stephanie Bennett. She is a graduating 
senior at Fairmont Senior High School and is graduating with honors. Rachel has 
enjoyed being a member of the FSHS Polar Bear Marching Band as a trumpet player.  
She  was also chosen as a member of jazz ensemble her senior year. 
 
Rachel has split her time throughout high school between all the churches her parents 
serve. She has volunteered for the church related after school program Bisons for Christ 
for four years working with first and second graders. Throughout high school she has 
served as a volunteer in at least eight Vacation Bible School programs. She is part of 
the technology team at Central UMC and has been an immense help with technology for both of her parents and all of the
churches they serve. Rachel has also served as a member of the communications team for the West Virginia Annual
Conference.  Rachel has recently begun to volunteer at the West Virginia Raptor Center. It is Rachel’s intention to attend
West Liberty University and major in zoology. She desires to have a career in the field of wildlife biology and conservation.

Rachel Bennett

Olivia Dotson is a Senior at Point Pleasant High School. She is a 4 year varsity

member of the volleyball team. She set several school records while on the

team, 1000 career assists and serving perfect game (25-0). She was also a

member of student council and the SADD club. Olivia will be attending Glenville

State College in the fall and majoring in Athletic Coaching and Conditioning.

She will also be playing volleyball at GSC. Olivia is the daughter of Rev.

Matthew and Julie Dotson. She has 2 sibilings, Brenna and Ethan.

Olivia Dotson
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Rev. Dr. Matthew Johnson
Matthew is Associate Pastor at Suncrest UMC in Morgantown.  Matt received his Doctor of Ministry degree from Wesley
Theological Seminary this Spring.  

Rev. Stephen Wotring
Stephen is Pastor of the Bruceton Mills Circuit.  Stephen completed the Course of Study in Fall 2019.

Emma Williams - Daughter of Rev. Jenny and Scott Williams, graduating from University High School.

Seth Richards - Son of Rev. Dr. Michael and Christina Richards, graduating from Fairmont Senior High School.
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Other resources for help during the time of COVID19:
 

Join in praying for those who are sick, our medical caregivers, the grocery store workers, truck drivers, students,
legislators, and leaders by joining this Conference Facebook page - #wvumcprays 
 

To find great ideas for being the church differently in the age of #COVID19, including online giving platforms and online,
telephone and texting worship and Bible studies, go to: https://www.wvumc.org/planning-and-preparedness-for-
public-health-concerns/
 

United Methodist Communications has posted Local Church Learning Sessions, developed specifically to support local
United Methodist churches during this extraordinary time. Go to: https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/local-
church-learning-sessions-technology-for-worship-small-groups-and-giving
 

Need more ideas?  Call the District Office at 304.366.6811. We may not know the answer but we sure know who to ask!
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As the congregations of the West Virginia Conference are living in unprecedented times, the office of Congregational
Vitality seeks to offer practical and timely support for congregations to connect to their communities and members
while social distancing measures are a necessity. (And even once those measures have been lifted.)  
 
We are offering matching grant to help offset expenses related to launching online worship services (ex: equipment,
software licenses, etc.). If the total start-up investment needed is $450 and the church/charge invests $225, a grant of
$225 could be awarded; if the total start-up investment needed is $1,000 (or more) and the church/charge invests
$500 (or more), a grant of $500 could be awarded. Maximum grant $500.  Deadline is Friday, May 8th. Applications
are available on the district website.  
 
If you would like assistance in determining equipment, software licenses, etc. that would work best in your context or if
you’d like to have a conversation about how to best integrate new technology into what you already have at hand, we
suggest that you contact your Conference Communications team.  (Director of Communications Deborah Coble may
be reached at dcoble@wvumc.org.)
 

matching grant offered for on-line worship

LOCAL CHURCH RE-LAUNCH:
As a resource for you and your church to use during this planning stage, Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball and the Extended
Cabinet have developed a Re-Launch Guidelines document, available on the conference website (wvumc.org) and
included at the end of this newsletter. We encourage you to use this document as a guide for conversations and
preparation before you worship in-person again as a congregation.

FAITH TOWN HALL WITH DR. CATHY SLEMP
The West Virginia Council of Churches will sponsor an online Faith Town Hall with Dr. Cathy Slemp, West Virginia
Commissioner of Public Health and State Health Officer, on Thursday, May 7, at 11:00 a.m.  To register for the online
Faith Town Hall or to leave a question for Dr. Slemp, please click on the link on our district website.  
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Appointments in the MonValley District to date:

LIFE UMC has a small group ministry called Tables of Grace.  And, while each group cannot meet
around a table, they have continued to meet via Zoom.  Leaders at LIFE found that people were wanting
community now more than ever and realized that they are seeking God in new ways.  People are
searching for connection with one another but most importantly with God to get them through each day. 
LIFE wanted to provide opportunities for people to learn more about God and what it means to be a
Christian so that they might experience spiritual growth during a dark and uncertain time in life.  
 
These groups are not closed to just LIFE UMC members, 
so if you are interested, please contact Amber Baker 
(amberbaker@lifeumc.org) for information and/or to connect.
 

Below are a list of open groups:
 

Sundays 10 am -      Sunday school class/studying Romans
Tuesdays 6:30 pm - Studying Animate: Practices by Sparkhouse
Wednesdays 6 pm - Men's Group/ digs deeper into the sermon 
                                 from previous Sunday
Thursdays 7 pm -     Studying Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk 
                                 by Eugene Cho
Thursdays 7 pm -     Ladie's group/ studying Determined 
                                 by Heather Dixon

Small Group Ministry Opportunity:

Jonathon Collins to Chester/Newell (Northern District)
Mark Harris to Washington Lands/Ebenezer (Northern District)

Karen Tate to Vincent Memorial/Broad Oaks (Wesleyan District)
Grace Langenstein to Brandonville

Stacy Chrise-Tritt to Westover

Congratulations to newly approved Certified Lay Ministers:
Mary Bane
Lee Haught

Joyce Hawkins
David Murray
Pamela Todd
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With half the churches seeing increases in "worship attendance", due to new people viewing our services, how do we
connect with them?  
How do we follow up?How do we encourage on line giving and what are the implications for our budgets and
stewardship campaigns?
As we are "doing church" differently, which of these changes might we keep, moving forward, that would help us be a
more vital church?
Can we use this time to clarify who we are as a church, what our central purpose is, and live out of that purpose in
the year ahead?

Webinar:  Now What? Being a Vital Church in the “New Normal”
 

Friday May 8th at 10:00 AM EST
 

So much has happened in our world and in our churches in the past two months.  
 
Many churches are struggling to adapt to the changes and are they are asking some key questions:
 

 
This webinar, presented by Nickerson Coaching, will offer best practices from churches around the country.   There will
be a question and answer time, and for churches that need ongoing support, there will be an offer of personalized
coaching. The goal is for churches to grow in vitality and reach new people during this Crisis time. 
 
Register in advance for this webinar:  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AK54ldCWTGifLAHsl72Ygw
 
The cost of the webinar is $10.95/person.  Once registered, you will receive the link to the webinar.  Simply click on that
link at 10:00 AM on May 8th and join the webinar.   If you have any questions please feel free to email Paul Nickerson
at nickersonp@comcast.net.

Join Shea James, 
Director of Young Disciples & Outdoor Ministries, for

 
SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING

Sunday, May 17th, 1 PM - 4 PM (Via Zoom Meeting)
 

This training helps church Child Protection Coordinators understand the basics of Safe Sanctuaries and
helps them develop their own church policy. We will cover the supervision requirements, screening
requirements (including background checks!), cyber safety, and how/when to report incidents.
 
Since this training will only be held via Zoom meeting, the registration deadline has been extended to
Wednesday, May 13th.  To register, please email:  mvdumcoffice@gmail.com or call: 304-366-6811.
 

 
For a current copy of the West Virginia Conference Safe Sanctuaries policy please visit

https://www.wvumc.org/child-protection-policies/



309 Cleveland Avenue, Suite 100, Fairmont, WV 26554  |  304-366-6811  |  www.monvalleyumc.org

Community
MonValley District

MAY 2020 Page 7

A grant from United Methodist Communications for a free Zoom account empowers a rural two-point charge
to embark on a new ministry that will reach children of the community. “I rejoice over the thought of each
child receiving a care package with a personalized invitation to attend Wednesday Night Alive, a Zoom
gathering created for families with children ages 12 and under,” said Rev. Dr. Lisa Crone, pastor of
Community and Johnson Chapel United Methodist Churches. The care package included markers and a
picture to color as well as a few pieces of candy and a personalized invitation printed at home from Blue
Mountain e-greeting card company. Inspired by ideas of Shea James, Director of Camps for the West
Virginia United Methodist Church, the two small congregations will launch weekly online ministry bringing
children together for a 30-minute fun time of crafts, telling favorite jokes, games, and a Bible story. 
“The first week we will use the free online curriculum Deep Blue by Cokesbury to tell the Emmaus story
which was one of the readings for worship last Sunday,” said Pastor Crone. Sunday worship online will tie
in with Wednesday night family zoom time by sharing the same Bible theme. Rev. Dr. Crone and Dr.
Christine Rittenour, of Community UMC gained the confidence to branch out in this new ministry after
learning safe practice for engaging children online. Shea James presented this instruction in the Mon Valley
District Zoom meeting on April 21st. A printable handout listing free resources for online ministry with
children was provided with James’ presentation. The recording of the Zoom meeting is available through
the Mon Valley District Office. Pastor Crone hopes that Wednesday Night Alive will be an ongoing weekly
service through Zoom even after the state lock down is over. “Quarantine provided a rare opportunity to
reach children especially considering how busy our families with children and youth have become,” said
Crone.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
ALIVE
 

Quarantine provides 
rare opportunity for rural
churches to reach children
by Lisa Crone

COMING LAY SERVANT CLASS :
 
 This 5 week class is being offered by Pastor Cindy Boggs at First UMC Shinnston:
 
LEADERSHIP 101 (aka BASIC):  June 15 - July 13 (Also on ZOOM) 6:30PM 
                                                       (registration form available on district website or by request)
 

Questions?  Call Mary Bane, Director of Lay Servant Ministries, at 304-692-0003
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Cheat Mountain Parish is alive and well.  We are helping each other distribute food through our North Preston Food
Pantry as well as through our individual churches.  Everyone is being faithful to stay home.  However, in the midst of
that, we are finding new and innovative ways in which to share with and keep track of our folks.  A little ole virus
cannot stop the Good News!  Looking forward to better days ahead.

The Parish met on ZOOM on Tuesday April 28, 2020 for their regular meeting.  The Parish missed their March
meeting due to the isolation orders and social distancing.  14 people, with 4 pastors, came together on ZOOM for a
devotion about how not to be anxious about COVID-19 in the time we're living in.  Minutes and Treasurer's reports
were heard.  The Parish was able to hold 3 of its Lenten Services with messages given by Lay Speakers.  The
offerings were divided between the Parish treasury and the Taylor County Backpack program for feeding children on
the weekends.  $405.00 was donated to the Backpack program.  Since the Parish voted to not have a separate
fundraiser for C.O.M.E. $1,000.00 was donated from its treasury.  The C.O.M.E. Walk is still in the planning stages
and will take place after we are able to meet in groups of more than 10.  A Parish VBS meeting was held but then
COVID-19 happened so VBS is on hold for the present time.  A Blessing Box was placed in Flemington at the post
office by the people of Taylor County Community and the people of the Flemington Charge have been supplying it with
food items.  A discussion was held about what to do and how to recognize our graduating Seniors of the Class of
2020.  Each Church has been asked to do something for the students in their congregations.  The Scholarship
Committee will be sent the applications from the Grafton High School Seniors and will ZOOM their meeting to
determine who will receive the scholarships.  Despite the declining stock market, the Scholarship Custodial Fund has
remained a blessing from God.  The next Parish meeting will be Tuesday May 26th at 7:00p.m. most likely on ZOOM. 
Stay safe, stay healthy and stay at home.  Remember to wash your hands and say your prayers; germs and Jesus are
everywhere!  Respectfully submitted,

The Tygart River Charge has used Zoom, under the guidance of Pastor Lynn Cartwright, to continue their worship services. It
has been well accepted and appreciated.      
The Mansfield Charge has offered online worship and they have done a great job at this.  We want to thank Tammi Shoup for
her hard work. 
The Trinity Charge has continued their online worship, and I have been doing a devotion almost every evening.
Jon Fox has really stepped up to the plate and done a wonderful job at the Belington Circuit, and they are offering online
worship.
Lee Williams, the pastor of the Belington Charge, has joined forces with another pastor so that his folks could still be part of
an online worship service.
Tammy Phillips has done a great job at the Nestorville Charge; they continue to offer online worship. They also had a drive
by visitation parade for many of their shut-ins.
The Cross Roads Church offers both online worship and drive in worship and they have broadcast their worship service
through radio. I am sure that Dina Andrews would agree it was a blessing to share this way, but a bit windy.

Greetings my Friends, I do not have a lot this month, as we have not met as a parish, due to the coronavirus. I do,however,
want to thank the pastors of Barbour County for their hard work during this time.  The pastors of the Barbour County Parish
have found creative ways to continue sharing God's word and offering hope during this difficult time. 

 
I want to thank all of the Pastors of the Barbour County Parish for their hard work and dedication during this time of home
quarantine. I pray that we may soon be back worshipping in our sanctuaries.

 CHEAT MOUNTAIN COOPERATIVE PARISH

Vicki Sheppard  |   Parish Coordinator

 TAYLOR COUNTY COOPERATIVE PARISH

Judy Flynn  |   Parish Coordinator

 BARBOUR COUNTY COOPERATIVE PARISH

Sam Haught  |   Parish Coordinator
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MonValley District Churches Conference Fair Share Update
THROUGH APRIL 2020

Thank you for your faithfulness!

Astor, Highland Park, Hopewell (Catawba), Jones Run, Kingmont, Knottsville, Mt. Zion (Evansville), Rymer,

Wadestown, Winfield

Churches have who paid 100% of their 2020 District Fair Share:

MonValley District Fair Share (Promotional Fund) Update
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Asbury, Astor, Bailey Memorial, Bee Gum, Bethel, Birds Creek, Blueville, Boothsville, Brookhaven, Bruceton Mills,

Buckeye, Calvary, Camp Chapel, Catawba, Centenary, Corley, Downs, East High Street, Eldora, Elk City, Esler

Chapel, Evansville, Fairview (Catawba), Fetterman, Flemington, Fort Martin, Gypsy, Harner Chapel, Highland

Avenue, Highland Park, Hopewell (Catawba), Howesville, Hutchinson, Janes Memorial, Kanes Creek, Knottsville,

Lamberts Run, LIFE, Lumberport, Mansfield, Mariah's Chapel, Monumental, Mt. Pleasant (Harner Chapel), Mt.

Pleasant (Knottsville), Mt. Vernon (Kanes Creek), Mt. Vernon (Mansfield), Mt. View, Mt. Zion (Evansville Charge),

Nestorville, Newburg, Olive, Otterbein, Peora, Pine Bluff, Pisgah (Meadowdale), Pleasant Valley, Pruntytown,

Reedsville, Rymer, Sabra, Sniders Temple, St. Johns, Stringtown, Sugar Valley, Talbott, Teverbaugh, Thornton,

Trinity (Grafton), Tunnelton, Tyrone, Wadestown, Wallace, Wana,  Wesley Chapel (Knottsville), Wesley Chapel

(Rivesville), Wesley (Morgantown), Winfield, Ziesing

Churches that are ahead:
Barrackville, Berea, Buckeye, Carolina, Colfax, Cross Roads, Denver, Downs, Eldora, Fellowsville, Granville, Harner

Chapel, Hutchinson, Lamberts Run, Mariah's Chapel, Monumental, Mt. Pleasant (Harner Chapel), Mt. Vernon (Kanes

Creek), Mt. View, Olive, Pine Bluff, Pisgah (Bruceton), Pleasant Valley, Trinity (Grafton), Wana

Churches that are on track (33.33%):
Bee Gum, Bruceton Mills, Calvary, Camp Chapel, Corley, East High Street, Howesville, Jerusalem, Kanes Creek,

Kasson, Lumberport, Mansfield, Mt. Pleasant (Knottsville), Mt. Vernon (Mansfeld), New Hope Valley, Newburg,

Spruce Street, St. John's, Wesley Chapel (Knottsville), Westover, Westside






















