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Fairmont, WV  26554

Email:  
monvalleydistrict@wvumc.org

Fax Number:  304-333-0224

What does it mean to love as Christ loves genuinely? 
Lent gives us some time to consider just that. In reading
the gospels, we find the Son of God who regularly eats 
with sinners and invites tax collectors (notorious cheats 
and extortionists) into his inner circle. He ignores his 
parents when they are ready to leave the Temple during a 
busy holiday, and the next time we see his behavior at the 
Temple, he’s turning over the tables of the money changers.

Before eating his last meal with his disciples, his final act is to take the role of a
servant and wash their feet. Jesus showed his disciples how to live and how to
serve others. He showed his disciples how to see others as gifted by God and
beloved. 

In these final weeks of Lent, we often have time set apart to reflect and pray.
This year, I am praying about the one who takes on the role of a servant to
serve the people that Jesus loves. I am praying about what that means for me
as a disciple of Jesus Christ and wondering how I can see others more clearly.
  
Learning to see with the eyes of Christ is learning to see the lovely, gifted
humans that God places on our pathway each day. What gifts has God given
them for the world? And how can I see that and celebrate that with them? Who
might I discover in trying to see the world with new eyes? 

What are you learning about Christ during this Holy Season? How are you
growing in Christ and learning to serve the disciples of Jesus Christ? I would
love to hear how God is expanding your vision and helping you see new
children of God. 

May this Lenten season expand your vision to see and dream of the
possibilities that God has all around you, to see the children of God.  
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A Message from the District Superintendent

REMINDER:  
Please notify the district

office if you have changes to
your church or charge

officers during the year.  
Some changes require a

charge conference.  

Rev. Amy Shanholtzer

ashanholtzer@wvumc.org

mailto:monvalleydistrict@wvumc.org
mailto:ashanholtzer@wvumc.org
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Looking Forward, Planning AheadMonValley District Office Hours
Monday - Friday

8:30 AM - NOON; 
1 PM - 4:30 PM
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18     Corey and Alayna Gero
21     Mike and Sarah Estep

  9-10     DS @ Cabinet
     10     Daylight Savings Time Begins
     16     District Lead Team
              Delegation Prayer Gathering | New Martinsville UMC | 10:00 AM
     17     Delegation Prayer Gathering | Bridgeport UMC | 3:00 PM
18-20     DS @ Cabinet
     23     Delegation Prayer Gathering | UM Temple, Beckley | 10:00 AM
              Delegation Prayer Gathering | Christ UMC, Charleston | 2:00 PM
     29     Good Friday | Conference and District Offices Closed
     31     Easter

       2    Leaving Well | Zoom Seminar | 7:00 PM
       6    Leaving Well | Zoom Seminar | 10:00 AM
             District Lead Team
  8-10    DS @ Cabinet
     13    Spring Lay Academy | LIFE UMC
23-5/3   General Conference
     27    Beginning Well Seminar | LIFE UMC | 10:00 AM - 2:30 PM

    8-9     DS @ Cabinet
     11     District Lead Team
     12     Mother’s Day
13-19    Pre-Conference Workshops | More information to come!
20-22    DS @ Cabinet
     27    Memorial Day | Conference and District Offices Closed

Birthdays

Anniversaries
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March

MARCH 2024

  9     Rodney Heckert
10     Christina Rebelo
11     Bradley Bennett
         Alexia Burge
18     Michael Waide
         Brenna Dotson
21     Reva Halloran
22     Steve Rhodes
23     Jack Flint, Sr. 
28     Martin Berisford
30     Lisa Godwin
31     Jerry Lockett
         Linda Brosky

Special Days

Let Us Pray...
Elsie Smith                                          Brad Bennett                             The family of Carolyn Kerr
Lee Haught                                         Stephanie Bennett                     Rosemary Saunders
D.D. Meighen                                      Betty Bennett                             Duane Stiles
Claire Shanholtzer                               Pam Todd                                  Cindy Boggs
Mary Bane                                           Tami Shoup
Brian and Susan Seders in the death of Brian’s mother, Pat Seders.

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, DS Amy Shanholtzer, and all Conference Staff. 

All Churches, Missions, and Ministries in the District and Conference

The General Conference Delegation

April

May

  3     Disability Awareness Sunday
         (Offering)
10     UMCOR Sunday (Offering)
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DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST MEN MEETINGS

Executive Committee -   March 14, 2024               Cracker Barrel, Morgantown, WV

General Meeting -            April 9, 2024                  Philippi UMC, 115 Mason Street, Philippi, WV 26416

General Meetings - Gathering will start at 5:30 pm with opening ceremonies and dinner starting at 5:55 pm.
Executive Committee Meetings - Meeting will start at 9:00 am - Cracker Barrel, 345 Lewis Drive, Morgantown, WV
Meeting Locations:   Meeting locations will be rotated between Life UMC, Spruce Street UMC & Philippi UMC.

SAVE THE DATE
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Spring Lay Academy
Saturday, April 13th | 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM | LIFE UMC, Fairmont

Course Offerings - Spring 2024:
Leadership 101 (Basic)

For the Common Good (Spiritual Gifts)
Leading Public Prayer

Living Out United Methodist Beliefs (Heritage)

The deadline to register is Friday, March 22, 2024. You can find the registration form here:
http://www.monvalleyumc.org/lay-servant-ministries.html or at the end of this newsletter.

United Women in Faith Spiritual Growth Retreat
April 12th-13th | Cedar Lakes Conference Center, Ripley

You may email your workshop form to Melissa Corbett, umflissann@yahoo.com, or mail the form to 
18 Kelley Avenue, Logan, WV 25601. The deadline to register is April 1, 2024. 

You can find the registration form here: http://www.monvalleyumc.org/united-women-in-faith.html 
or at the end of this newsletter.For more information on other upcoming events check out their facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/umwwv/ 

Annual Conference
June 6th-9th | West Virginia Wesleyan College

Online registration is now open - visit https://www.wvumc.org/2024-annual-conference-resources/ to register!

http://www.monvalleyumc.org/lay-servant-ministries.html
mailto:umflissann@yahoo.com
http://www.monvalleyumc.org/united-women-in-faith.html
http://www.monvalleyumc.org/united-women-in-faith.html
https://www.facebook.com/umwwv/
https://www.wvumc.org/2024-annual-conference-resources/


As The United Methodist Church approaches our General Conference meeting, scheduled for
April 23 - May 3, the West Virginia delegates extend a warm invitation for you to join us in
prayer and worship. We have organized five regional gatherings across the conference,
offering a space for learning, worship, prayer, and communion, followed by informal
conversations and refreshments.

Our delegation, both in-person and through Zoom meetings, regularly comes together to
support one another in preparation for this important work. We have engaged in times of
prayer and scripture study as a team. In one gathering, we were guided in conversation by
Sue Nilson Kibbey as we sought a breakthrough prayer focus for our delegation. We plan to
share this guiding prayer during the regional gatherings and invite you to join us, praying to
support our endeavors in the days and weeks ahead. Your presence, whether in person or in
spirit, is greatly valued as we seek God’s guidance and strength for the responsibilities
before us.

WV Conference 2020 General Conference delegates in order of election: Clergy - Amy
Shanholtzer, Jeffrey Taylor and Lauren Godwin. Laity - Judi Kenaston, Richard Shaffer,
Rachel Fulton. Alternates and Jurisdictional Conference delegates: Clergy - Michael Estep,
Joe Hill, Joe Kenaston. Laity - Kristi Wilkerson, Judy Raines and Kim Matthews.

Prayer Gathering Locations and Dates:
March 16 – New Martinsville UMC, 10 Howard Jeffers Drive, New
Martinsville – 10:00 am
Sunday, March 17 – Bridgeport UMC, 215 Worthington Dr, Bridgeport, WV – 3:00 pm
Saturday, March 23 – UM Temple, 201 Templeview Dr, Beckley - 10:00 am
Saturday March 23 - Christ Church United Methodist, 1221 Quarrier St, Charleston - 2:00 pm
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 Taylor County Cooperative Community Ministries

Taylor County Cooperative Community Ministries met on Tuesday, February 27, 2024. Rev. Dr. Michael
Richards gave the devotions using Genesis 28:10-11. He opened the meeting in prayer. Minutes and
Treasurer's reports were read and approved. 

The C.O.M.E. Walk was set for Sunday, April 21 at 2:00 PM at Tygart Lake site #3. $1,000 was moved,
seconded, and carried to donate from the Ministries treasury. 

Backpack feeding programs are doing well with grants received this year. Still in need of volunteers to deliver
on Thursdays. 178 are being fed from AJES, TCMS, and GHS served by Grafton proper churches.
Flemington is averaging 40-50 being fed by Flemington Charge and Cornerstone Ministries have been
feeding 58 at West Taylor Elementary. 

School supplies for the totes were discussed. Blueville, Haymond, Trinity Charge are responsible for Taylor
County Middle School; Flemington Charge is the responsibility of Flemington Elementary; Cornerstone is
responsible for West Taylor Elementary School and Knottsville Charge is responsible for Anna Jarvis
Elementary; Church of the Good Shepherd is responsible for the High School. Linda Adlington and Linda
McBee got specifics for the totes needs from teachers.  

Memorial Service will be held by the Memorial Day Committee on Sunday, May 26 at 10:00 AM at the
Mother's Day Shrine.
 
New Business -

Application for Memorial Day Parade needed to be completed. 
Bring ideas for VBS to the next meeting. 
Nominations for Chair, Vice Chair, and Treasurer were opened due to the fact that Helen Snyder and Sharon
Fawcett declined their nominations from the January meeting. No other names were put on the ballot. The
body was asked to prayerfully see whether God is leading them to becoming part of the officers. At the next
meeting, an interim Chair will be designated to lead the meeting. 

Feeding at the Bread of Life Mission:  March 8 | Pruntytown 
                                                             April 12 | Trinity 
Foster Closet:                                      March | Pruntytown
                                                             April | Flemington

The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 26 @ Thornton UMC; the April 23 meeting will be at Blueville 

The meeting adjourned and closed in prayer for the refreshments by Rev. Dr. Michael Richards. 

Pastor Judy Flynn

Parish Coordinator
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Scott’s Run News

Scott’s Run Settlement House is collecting Easter baskets until March 15th. They will be giving them out
to children up to age 17 so they can take a variety of baskets! Some ideas of things to include are candy,
books, small toys, activities, games, and outdoor items.

They are also currently in need of diapers sizes 6-7 and pull-ups and wipes.   

Questions? Contact Devon McDaniel, Assistant Director 304-599-5020 or dmcdaniel@srsh.org  

 Morgantown East/Urban Cooperative Community Ministries

The Morgantown East and Urban Cooperative Community Ministries plan to wrap up the C.O.M.E.
collections by holding a bucket race. We hope that everyone will begin collecting all the necessary
elements for flood buckets - including the 5-gallon buckets - so teams can race to assemble them at
Spruce Street UMC on April 28 at 2:00 PM. The completed buckets and everything leftover will go to
New Vision Depot.  
 
The entry fee for the 3-person teams will be $9.00, which will go to C.O.M.E. as undesignated funds.
Please contact sprucedupwomen@comcast.net or pastor@sprucestreetumc.org if you have questions.   

PLAN to Support the C.O.M.E in Your Congregation

1. Review the booklet for the celebration – which you can find here:http://www.monvalleyumc.org/come.html

2. Review the needs list for Scott’s Run and New Vision Depot, the ministries the MonValley District is
supporting this year.

3. Begin collecting items and funds to support these needs.

4. Plan a fundraising project that will allow church and community folks to contribute. There are some ideas
on page 3 of the Celebration booklet on the District website.

5. Watch the District newsletter and pastor’s emails for information about a local dropoff day. You can also
schedule a day at either mission site to volunteer or take a tour and deliver your goods.

6. For additional information or with questions, please contact the District Office – 304.366.6811.

mailto:dmcdaniel@srsh.org
mailto:sprucedupwomen@comcast.net
mailto:pastor@sprucestreetumc.org
http://www.monvalleyumc.org/come.html
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MonValley District Churches Conference Fair Share Update

MonValley District Fair Share (Promotional Fund) Update
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Churches that paid 100%:

Churches who have paid 100% of their 2024 District Fair Share:
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Asbury, Astor, Bailey Memorial, Barrackville, Bee Gum, Benton’s Ferry, Bethel (Junior), Blacksville, Boothsville,

Calvary, Corley, Downs, East High, Eldora, Fetterman, Fort Martin, Gypsy, Harner Chapel, Heaston, Highland Park

(Morgantown), Janes Memorial, Johnson Chapel, Kanes Creek, Knottsville, Lamberts Run, Laurel Point, Levels,

Lumberport, Macedonia, Mansfield, McCurdysville, Meadowdale H & H Chapel, Monumental, Mt. Pleasant (Taylor

Co.), Mt. Tabor, Mt. Vernon (Barbour Co.), Oak Forest, Olive, Otterbein (Shinnston), Peora, Phillips Chapel,

Pruntytown, Reger, Rivesville, Rymer, Sabra, St. Johns, Stringtown, Trinity (Grafton), Valley Chapel, Wadestown,

Wesley Chapel (Taylor Co.), Wesley (Morgantown), Westside, West Farmington,Ziesing. 

MARCH 2024

We are so grateful for your gifts that assist us as we serve the churches of the MonValley District

Knottsville, Macedonia,  Peora  Wadestown

Through February 2024

Churches that are ahead:

Barrackville, Carolina, Colfax, Corley, Downs, Eldora, Good Shepherd, Kanes Creek, Levels, Lumberport,

Mariahs Chapel, Monumental, Mt. Pleasant, Olive, Rivesville, Stringtown, Wana, Westover

Churches that are on track (16.67%):

Asbury, Bee Gum, Central, East High, Fetterman, First Elkins, Heaston, Jerusalem, Meadowdale H & H

Chapel, Mt. Vernon (Barbour Co.), Otterbein (Shinnston), Spruce Street, St. Johns, Wayside, Wesley

Chapel (Taylor Co.)












